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ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS — APPLICATIONS FOR INITIAL ROUND OF GRANTS 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [12.03 pm]: The royalties for 
regions regional grants scheme was announced on 12 February 2009. The primary objective of this scheme is to 
improve economic and community infrastructure and services in regions through funding projects that will assist 
in attracting investment and increasing jobs or helping to improve the quality of life in the regions.  

The scheme has provided regional development commissions with the capacity to directly fund important and 
strategic infrastructure projects. Each of the nine commissions has put $3.5 million into a contestable program 
and has approximately $900 000 to directly fund projects. 

Applications for the initial round of the royalties for regions regional grants scheme closed on 25 March 2009. 
The scheme was advertised widely across the respective regions and was well supported. The total number of 
applications received by the regional development commissions was 836. The total number of applications 
received by each of the regional development commissions was as follows: Gascoyne, 43; Peel, 73; Great 
Southern, 86; Goldfields-Esperance, 82; Pilbara, 72; Mid West, 93; Wheatbelt, 83; Kimberley, 113; and South 
West, 191. 

The total value of grant funding requested by the regional development commissions was $179 million. The total 
value of grant funding requested by each regional development commission was as follows: Gascoyne, 
$10.1 million; Peel, $11.77 million; Great Southern, $15.9 million; Goldfields-Esperance, $14.1 million; Pilbara, 
$10.7 million; Mid West, $15.5 million; Wheatbelt, $20.7 million; Kimberley, $22.4 million; and South 
West, $58.1 million. 

The total value of the projects seeking this funding was $688 million. This represents a significant investment in 
the regions. Demand for funding has exceeded the total grant funding available by a large magnitude, but the 
projects will make an excellent foundation for future funding and advising the commonwealth government of 
regional priorities. I will table this document for the further advice of members; it gives the total value of the 
projects seeking grant funding by each regional development commission. 

The regional development commissions have the task of administering the grants scheme, and now that the 
applications have been received, registered and sorted into headworks, infrastructure and service categories, the 
next step is the assessment and approvals process. Commission boards will meet in April and May to make 
recommendations. It is expected that successful applicants will be announced in June. Letters will be sent out to 
inform applicants of the outcomes of their applications. 

I thank everybody for the work they have done in putting this together, and I encourage local members of 
regional communities to liaise closely with their development commissions to make sure that their priorities are 
also well known.  

[See paper 776.] 
 


